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THE USE OF LOCAL WISDOM IN THE FOREST CONSERVATION AND THE ECOLOGICAL

SYSTEM TO SOLVE THE DROUGHT IN THAILAND.
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ABSTRACT

THE USE OF LOCAL WISDOM IN THE FOREST CONSERVATION AND THE
ECOLOGICAL SYSTEM TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM OF DROUGHT IN
THAILAND.

By

Choosit Choochat

This study has examined the use of local wisdom among Karen, Lawa and Thai
peasants to conserve the forest ecosystem in the northern Thailand. Even though the
study focuses on the local wisdom of Karens, it compares with Lawa and Thai peasant.
Besides, the study analyses the use of wisdom in terms of success, problems
and obstacles as a model for other villages.

The method of study integrates many approaches such as documentary
reading, informal interviews, participatory observation, fieldnotes, and data
collection analysis among village developer and researchers. About 40 villages have
been surveyed. However, the focus is on 20 villages.

According to the peasants' perception, the forest ecosystem consists of
nonliving or abiotic environment and living or biotic environment such as animals
plants and human beings. Besides, they believe that the forest ecosystem is the
holy thing., The ideology could preserve the ecosystem until infrasturcture has
been developed and changed the subsistent economy to marketing economy in
19508S. During the diffusion of modern technology the peasants have still preserved
the forest ecosystem by the way of the local wisdom. They use religious customs,
old ideology, beliefs, ritual, teachings, oral literature, rules and agreements. Karens
use the local wisdom to educate new generation more than other tribes.

The traditional rituals used to conserve the forest ecosystem involve animism
and animatism respect, hanging the umbilical cord at the giant tree, the local
irrigation system, the mountain water supply, succeeding the river, plantation
rotation and fire boundary. These traditional rituals express respect, fearness, fealty

and hospitality between human beings and supernatural. At present, the rituals



have expanded to other areas in the northern Thailand because they are supported
by academic people and private developers.

Using the local wisdom in terms of beliefs, rules and punishments to the
men who destroy the forest makes the forest in the morthern Thailand become
fertilized, especially in Karen and Lawa areas. There are more forests in Thailand
during 1951 - 1993

Nowadays, there are 42 organizers that conserve the forest ecosystem. There
are about 400 places in the northern Thailand. The problems and obstacles occur
from some peasants cooperating with the capitalists and politicians and destroying
the forests. Some government officials reject the local wisdom. Therefore, the
problems appear both inside and out side the villages. The best solving problems
is to use the principles of religions and culture to resist consumptionism,
materialism, clever consumers and use the method of intelligence on living. These
ways can create peace in the society and they can preserve the ecosystem. The
success will not happen unless we solve the structural problems such as politics
economy, education, law system and technology, which should be in with the
mountain area. Local wisdom for protectig the forest ecosystem is on of the ways
which should be combined with others by principles of sustainable living, and
depending on each other among plants, animals and human beings in the

ecosystem.
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