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ABSTRACT

Ritual of Lao Song people can be divided into 2 categories: buddhist and animist
cum ancestor worship (spirits of the deaths or phi). Lao Song people attach greater importance
to the latter category of rite than the former one. In several respects, the rites related to ancestor
worship are similar to the Chinesepractice since Lao Soengwor Black Tai lived in South China
and North Vietnam. However,-Lao Song people still follow-practice of Thai-Lao as seen in
most other Northeast communitiesin 'Thailand. Thé'performance of ritesshas developed into
a social duty indthe.community,and became.customary practice reinforcing unity and group
identity. Theseriftial functions.confirm'the existing soeialStructure of Lo Song group. The
rites serve to promote social stability and are the symbols indicating.the'status of individuals
in their group.

With respect to social structure of Lao Song, the family organizationsrepresenis
patrilineal kinship system which is symbolized by the belief in the same phi. . The village ties
consists of both consanguine and affine relatives. Social stratification among Lao Song includes
two classes, namely, phu-tao and phu-noi which are not divided very rigidly in the sense that
intermarriage between these two classes are allowed and there is no taboo against marriage
with outsiders. This results in the changes of the status of women according to their husbards’
Status. In addition, the beliefs in spirits of the deaths or phi and in supernatural power of phi
Jfunction as social mechanism ensuring proper discipline and moral behavior among community
members.

The inter-relationship between ritual functions and social structure of Lao Song
community is reflected in the parallel pattern of ritual stratification between phu-tdo.and
phu-noi and the social structure of Lao Song people at the family and village levels,
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