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Statement

at 176" Executive Board Meeting of UNESCO,

Paris 200/

Mr.Chairman,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honour to address to this
international gathering on behalf on my country,
the Kingdom of Thailand. It is my privilege and
pleasure to join the 176" session of the Executive
Board. May I sincerely express my appreciation to
the Board, I could say, it is one of the leading

bodies at the heart of the multilateral system.

Mr. Chairman,

I would like to convey to the Director-
General that Thailand totally endorses the five
programme objectives of the Medium-Term
Strategy in 34 C/4 since all of these programme
objectives are interrelated and reflect the on-going
efforts for poverty alleviation and sustainable

development.

The initiatives of the Kingdom of Thailand
focus on meeting the needs of people of this
generation by ensuring that everyone has enough
to live on, as well as safeguarding the future so
that current and future generations will also have

enough to live for.

In assuring this ideal situations of safe
guarding the future, Thailand has a unique approach
of applying the Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy
which was initiated by His Majesty the King
Bhumiphol Adulyadej. The Sufficiency Economy
Theory, undoubtedly has drawn worldwide
attention. This philosophy urges people to adopt a
sustainable way of life in harmony with existing
domestic resources, respectful of local wisdom and
ethical values, yet forward thinking and responsive
to changes in the globalizing world. In recognition
of this visionary thinking for humankind, the

UNDP’s first ever Human Development Lifetime

Achievement Award was presented to His Majesty
the King in May 2006.




Mr. Chairman,

Pertaining to achieving the overall objectives
of the Medium-Term Strategy, Thailand gives a
special emphasis on Attaining quality of Education
for All, and Addressing Emerging Ethical
Challenges.

Thailand is in the process of accelerating
Education Reform emphasizing Lifelong Learning
for All of our citizens, expanding the compulsory
education form six years to nine years in hope
that every member of our society will receive at

least twelve years of basic education free of charge.

However, access to education would not be
meaningful without quality. For this matter, the
quality assurance system which was introduces about
six years ago is becoming instrumental for quality

improvement at all levels.

In addition to basic education, we emphasize
the production of manpower at vocational
education level as well as the needed manpower
particularly in science and technology. Moreover,
Thailand also promotes research and development
so as to strengthen innovation and support the Thai

society to become a knowledge-based Society.

Mr. Chairman,

Thailand greatly appreciates UNESCO’s role
in monitoring progress on Education for All at the
global level. Since UNESCO Bangkok Office acts
as the Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific, we
have undoubtedly benefited from participating in
EFA Mid-Decade Assessment. In the process, we
are able to identify some of the remaining

challenges in achieving the EFA goals by 2015.




Mr. Chairman,

In promoting the World Peace, Thailand has
recognized and implemented the 4 Learning Pillars
of UNESCO. Particularly in this complex society, it
has never been so crucial to uphold peace and
harmony. In this perspective, I therefore, reem-

phasize “Learning to Live Together”.

The Ministry of Education, at present includes
the concrete policy and measure on “Ethical-Led
Learning Reform”. The Action Plan is comprehen-
sive, covering the review of curriculum, teaching-
learning activities and intensive training of the change
agents to obtain a critical mass of teachers and
administrators to expand the implementation in
this school year to the form of school based

management.

Mr. Chairman,

Thailand has recognized the establishment of
One United Nations at the country level, with one
leader, one programme, one budget and, where
appropriate, one office as one of strategic approach
to achieve close collaboration. Thailand wishes to
congratulate the eight pilot countries in advance
for their achievement. My delegation and I wish
to confirm our support and will keep close

cooperation in the future.

Mr. Chairman,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In my conclusion, may I extend the deep
commitment of the Royal Thai Government to the
noble mission of UNESCO for the uplift of human
progress in the fields of universal aces to education,
respect for cultural diversity, peace development and
advance of science and technology. I am confident
that in cultivating and facilitating a spirit of mutual
assistance, we all will move to the achievement of

the United Nations Millennium Development Goals.

Thank you.




Statement

at the 34" Session of the UNESCO General Conference
October 23, 2007, UNESCO Headquarters, Paris, France

Mr. Chairman,

Representative of Director-General of UNESCO,
Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to join previous speakers in
congratulating the Honorable George Anastassopoulos,
on your election as President of the 2007 General
Conference. I am confident that under your leader-
ship, the Conference will yield productive outcome.
May I also take this opportunity to welcome the
Republic of Montenegro and the Republic of
Singapore on their joining the UNESCO family and
particularly for Singapore, a neighboring country of
Thailand, on their return to the organization. We
hope that upon their rejoining with UNESCO will
add vitality to the Asia and the Pacific community.

Mr. President,

This session of the General Conference is of
particular significance since we are about to begin
our next Medium Term Strategy. It is a good moment,
therefore, to consider how we can maximize the
resources of the organization to benefit Member
States while providing timely responses to emerging
challenges. In this regard, Thailand supports the
Director General’s proposal of a budget scenario
for the next biennium with a ceiling of 631 million
US dollars. Despite the decreased amount of budget
from the previous scenario, I am confident that with
a well-managed plan of the Director-General in
responsive to the General Conference, it is still
possible to achieve the goals and meet expectations

of Member States.
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Mr. President,

Thailand continues to give high priority to
Education for All since we believe that human
development is fundamental for social and economic
improvements worldwide. If we consider the Dakar
Framework for Action on Education for All, it is
reasonable to say that progress, has been made in
quantity. However, regarding quality of education,
it is clear that there are serious gaps to be bridged.
Vast inequalities can still be seen between different
groups of people, particularly between urban and
rural areas. UNESCO should, therefore, in the
remaining years to 2015, focus on the improvement
of quality and lead the way to increase relevance of
education to ensure linkage between what is taught

in school and the real world.

Mr. President,

During the past decade, we have witnessed
the rapid deterioration of the environment. Climate
change has become the problem that causes the most
serious concern. There has been increased in the
occurrence and the severeness of natural disasters
in many parts of the world. As an agency dealing
with education, science and culture, I would like to
support UNESCQO’s full effort in raising awareness
of the entire population, especially the future

generations about their roles and responsibilities to

save the environment in order to heal our planet.

Environmental education is an area focused
in the United Nations Decade of Education for
Sustainable Development. In addition, emphasis must
also be given to the introduction of peace
education, human rights education, and life skills
which can contribute. to sustainability. At this point,
I am pleased to share with you that Thailand will
launch the United Nations Decade of Education for
Sustainable Development in November this year to
commemorate the 80" birthday anniversary of His
Majesty King Bhumipol Adulyadej. This is because
sustainable development coincides with the
Sufficiency Economy Theory, a development
philosophy initiated by His Majesty the King. Its key
principles, which emphasize moderation, responsible
consumption, and resilience to external shocks, are
of great relevance to communities in every locality.
Mr. President, attention was drawn to the global
significance of Sufficiency Economy, just last year
when His Majesty was presented with the United

Nation’s first ever Lifetime Achievement Award.




As a part of the sustainable development
agenda, we must also continue to work towards
realizing the goals of UNESCO International
Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence of
the World. Interfaith dialogue is a way to provide
better understanding among people. It is important
to understand different cultures, since understanding
is essential for creating compassion. If we are
to live together in peace, we must learn to accept
and respect those who have different cultures and
beliefs. As a main line of action, therefore, UNESCO
should give high priority to the promotion of

intercultural dialogue.

With regard to culture, we would like to
acknowledge the important work of the World
Heritage Center. The sites registered on the World
Heritage List are all unique and should be well
reserved and promoted as a part of education
content. In this regard, I would encourage UNESCO
to play a key role in disseminating the information
through the development of teaching materials and
kits. These materials and kits should be available in
several languages and developed appropriate to the

level of learners.

In conclusion, all these major programmes
clearly indicate significant role of UNESCO in
supporting global, regional, and national initiatives.
However, the increased visibility of UNESCO
depends on effective communications. We strongly
urge UNESCO to be more active in public.relations
campaign through mass media and all types of
communication to increase public awareness of
UNESCO3s noble mission and contribution to peace

and well-being of humankind for six decades.

Mr. President,

Thailand, as a pioneer member of UNESCO
still as ever, has full confidence on the capabilities
of UNESCO to fulfill its mandate. Here at the 2007
General Conference, we would like to reaffirm our
close cooperation with UNESCO and our full

support to the organization.

Thank you for your kind attention.




Speech

at the Presentation Ceremony of

“Prabuddha Prathanporn Loka-satawassa-nusorn™
at the 21" World Scout Jamboree,

the United Kingdom of Great Britain July 29, 2007

Honorable Guests,
Distinquished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentleman,

It is my great honour and pleasure to be here
in the United Kingdom of Great Britain, the
originator of the scout movement, as the host of
the 21" World Scout Jamboree during July 28 to
August 8, 2007. More than 40,000 enthusiastic
participants from around the world, including 100
scout commanders, scouts and girl scouts from the
Kingdom of Thailand, have joined this special event
since it represents the centenary of the World Scout

Movement.

His Majesty King Bhumiphol Adulyadej of
Thailand is Chief Commander of the National Scout
Organization of Thailand, and scouts nationwide
deeply appreciate His Majesty’s kindness to the
Thai Scout Movement. This year, we celebrate the
King’s 80" Birthday Anniversary, and to mark
this auspicious occasion, the Thai Ministry of
Education and the Office of the National Scout
Executive Commission invited scouts and public
nationwide to donate money for the making of a
Buddha image which we have named “Prabuddha
Prathanporn Loka-satawassa-nusorn”. The base of
the Buddha image, with permission from the Office
of His Majesty’s Principle Private Secretary,
carries the royal emblem to commemorate this
very special year. It represents our invitation to the

international community to join us in honouring

His Majesty the King.




On the occasion of the centenary of the World
Scout Movement, the Thai delegation has brought
the “Prabuddha Prathanporn Loka-satawassa-nusorn”
from Thailand to present to the UK Scout Association
in order to replace the old Buddha image that
was given by the Thai people 40 years ago.

At this auspicious moment, on behalf of
the Kingdom of Thailand, all Thai scouts and the
Thai people, I would like to present the grand
and impressive “Prabuddha Prathanporn Loka-
satawassa-nusorn” to the United Kingdom of Great
Britain to be placed in Buddha Sala at Gilwell Park
in order to be worshipped by the Buddhists
worldwide. We sincerely hope this Buddha image
will be in the good care of British citizens for years

to come.

Thank you




Opening Address

at the Thai Malaysian Border Scout Jamboree

Songkhla, Thailand,
August 26, 2007

Honorable Mrs. P.Komala Devi, Parliamentary Secretary of the Ministry of Education, Malaysia,

Khunying Kasama Varavan Na Ayutthaya, Secretary-General of Basic Education Commission

Governors of Sonkhla, Yala, Pattani, Narathiwas, and Satun Provinces,

Directors of Educational Service Areas,
Scout leaders, Boy and girl scouts,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Thai Prime Minister, General
Surayud Chulanond, who is unable to join us today
owing to a previous commitment, it is a great
pleasure for me to join you all in Songkhla for the
official opening of the Thai-Malaysian Border Scout
Jamboree 2007. It is quite overwhelming to see
so many young people, from our border provinces,
gathered together today in a spirit of warmth and
friendship. I am sure all the Thai scouts will join
me in giving a very special welcome to the
Malaysian scouts and scout leaders from Perak,
Perlis, Kelantan, Penang, Kedah, Selangor and
Terengganu, who have come to participate in this

event.

During our 50 years of diplomatic relations,
Thailand and Malaysia have been keen to promote
initiatives that recognize the importance of youth as

the nation and the region’s future. Young people are




our greatest asset, and tapping into their creativity,
flexibility and energy can make a meaningful
contribution towards strengthening the future
relationship between our two countries, and helping us
to resolve some of the challenges we currently face.

It is widely accepted that the Scout Move-
ment has a proven track record in bringing out the
true potential of young people, keeping scout’s
promise. The Scout Movement also promotes
self-development and social conscience, inspiring
young people with a sense of individual and
teamwork responsibility, in relation to the family,
community, nation, and the world. It does this by
cultivating appropriate values and skills which lead
to a greater awareness in terms of the impact
of personal decisions and the social choices we all
make. It is initially established as a means to foster
a worldwide brotherhood, which would help those
involved in the movement to learn about other
peoples and nations without discrimination.

Over the years, opportunities for direct
interaction and face to face exchanges have been
arranged in the form of joint activities such as camps
and jamborees. This has helped members of the
World Scout Movement gain a better understanding
and appreciation of the diverse cultures and
religions of the world. Some of you here today
have been lucky enough to participate in a World

Scout Jamboree. Maybe some of you even attended

the 20" World Scout Jamboree which took place
in Sattahip, Thailand four years ago. If so, you will
all agree that it was indeed an extremely valuable
experiences to be shared in this Jamboree accord-
ing to our theme “Scouting : Road to Borderless
Friendship”.

I am sure that the more we can organize and
facilitate similar exchanges, the greater our chances
of building a strong and lasting tolerance and
respect among our young people. This will provide
the foundations to ensure a greater peace, human
security and prosperity for everyone in the region.
This year’s Jamboree provides some unique
learning experiences and offers a wide range of
activities for those attending. It is designed to
encourage the development of leadership skills,
increase knowledge and promote human values.
By this way, we can help to build bridges between
our two countries.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Boy and Girl Scouts,

Finally, I would like to thank all those who
have been involved in the organization of this event.
My special thanks is given to the Ministry of
Education of Malaysia for sending 500 scouts
and scout leaders to join this Jamboree. At this
auspicious moment, it gives me great pleasure to
declare the 2007 Thailand-Malaysia Border

Scout Jamboree open.




Closing Address

at the First Infernational Olympiad on
Astronomy and Astrophysics (IOAA 2007)
lotus Pang Suan Kaew Hotel, Chiang Mai

Saturday, 8 December 2007

Mr. Viboon Sanguanpong, Governor of Chiang Mai Province,

Professor Sakda Siripant, Chairman of the Organizing Committee,

Professor Pongsak Angkasith, President of Chiang Mai University,

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to join you here
today at the closing ceremony of the 1% Interna-
tional Olympiad on Astronomy and Astrophysics
(IOAA 2007). First and foremost, I hope all the
participants had an enjoyable and rewarding time

during the past week.

As Minister of Education responsible for
overseeing education in Thailand, let me say that
the Royal Thai Government fully supports the
objectives and activities of the International
Science and Mathematical Olympiads in
promoting participation, cooperation and
networking amongst students and educators in
scientific disciplines worldwide.

We are greatly honoured that Thailand and
the city of Chiang Mai have had this opportunity to
host this inaugural Olympiad on Astronomy and
Astrophysics. Science education has a very
high priority here in Thailand and high-profile
international events such as this help to showcase
how science can contribute to the development

of society.




Of course, the focus of any Olympiad is on
the young people of the world who have already
shown that they have a special talent. The young
boys and girls who have been brought together here
this week are part of the elite of their country’s
scientists of the future. It is right that their special
talents should be recognized and encouraged by
events such as this.

The language of science is a global one and
advancement in science is based on collaboration,
often between scientists in different countries.
I therefore hope that the young scientists gathered
here for this Olympiad have taken this special
opportunity to broaden their knowledge and
experience, exchange ideas, and make new friend-
ships which may lead to scientific collaborations
in the future.

As we move towards a knowledge-based
society, the role of education in a country’s social,
cultural and economic development has never been
more important. So many of the conflicts and
injustices in the world today could be solved through
better education. To receive an education is the right
of every child and yet many children around the
world are still deprived of that right. To the young
people in this Olympiad, I would say, spare a thought
for those less fortunate than yourselves and use your
talents to help make the world a better place.

This Olympiad may be a forum for
competition but, in fact, that is only its short-term

purpose. It also has the long-term purposes

mentioned previously of stimulating new ideas,
broadening horizons, and establishing lasting
contacts. In the era of the ‘Internet’, there is still
no substitute for actually meeting people face-to-
face and getting to know them personally.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It remains for me to applaud all the
participants on successfully completing a rich and
most rewarding programme of activities-academic,
cultural as well as social. For the prize winners,
please accept my sincere congratulations. And for
the other participants, I would like to say that
trying ones best is a high reward in itself which
deserves commendation.

My warmest thanks go to the team leaders
for your efforts in the preparation of the teams
represented here. In addition to the Organizing
Committees, the presence of the participating teams
is essential to this event. Please accept my sincere
appreciation for all your hard work.

In closing, may I wish you all safe and
pleasant journeys back home. I very much hope
you will be taking with you happy memories from
your stay in Chiang Mai and Thailand. May your
lives be blessed always with happiness and success
in whatever you do. With these remarks, I declare
the First International Olympiad on Astronomy and

Astrophysics closed.

Thank you.




Opening Address

at the 10" SEAMOLEC Governing Board Meeting

11 September 2007

Samsorn Room, Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University

Nonthaburi, Thailand

Dr. Edilberto de Jesus, Director, SEAMEO Secretariat,
Dr. Paulina Pannen, Director, SEAMEO SEAMOLEC,
Distinguished SEAMOLEC Governing Board Members,

Honoured Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to be here among
friends at the 10" SEAMEO SEAMOLEC
Governing Board Meeting. May I begin by
extending my very warmest greetings to Dr. Pannen
whose leadership has guided the Centre since

January 2005: to all SEAMOLEC staff; and last

but not least to all members of the Governing Board
who have joined us here today.

On behalf of Sukhothai Thammathirat Open
University-the first Open University in Thailand
and Southeast Asia, and as Founding President of
this institution, I would like to say what an honour
it is to have been chosen as the venue for this
year’s meeting. I understand that it is the first time
the Board has met in Thailand and we very much
hope you will be pleased with the arrangements as
well as the facilities here. May I also congratulate
both SEAMOLEC and the university on their joint
hosting of the timely international seminar on
“Pursuing Quality in Open and Distance Learning”

which follows the GBM.




Ladies and Gentlemen,

As you may be aware, His Majesty King
Bhumiphol Adulyadej of Thailand has always
encouraged the appropriate use of advances in
science and technology in order to improve the lives
and livelihoods of his people. The development of
open and distance learning is one means to do this.
It was His Majesty, who first recognized the true
potential of new technologies, integrating satellite
tele-education at his own school, Wang Klaikangwon
School in Hua Hin, as an interface to enhance
outreach; promote lifelong learning; facilitate the
transfer of knowledge; and help compensate for
teacher shortages in certain geographical locations
and in specific subject areas such as maths and

science.

As reported at the 42" SEAMEO Council
Conference held in Bali, Indonesia in March this
year, Thailand has made significant progress in
recent years in terms of infrastructure to support
open and distance learning. In addition to the more
traditional technologies, and here I refer to the 24
educational TV programmes covering over 700
learning topics to an estimated 5.4 million viewers
and a further 3000 internet viewers per month,
the Ministry of Education has been working in
partnership with communities and private sector
and has succeeded in installing almost 200,000
computers in schools nationwide. This helps us build
our schools as a community resource that can
guarantee the lifelong learning needs of members

of a community.
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Nationwide, internet access has now been
set up in all our schools and over two thirds now
have their own websites to promote both teaching
and learning, as well as to improve internal
management and administration. Over 20,000
teachers are enrolled on online professional
development courses. Following the centres of
excellence model we also have 30 Model ICT
Schools, as well as 1,852 primary and secondary
Lab Schools nationwide, pioneering teaching and
learning transformations through ICT.

At the higher education level, the Thailand
Cyber University project has not only extended
learning opportunities to those living in remote
areas but also provided a means for universities
to share their resources, including courseware,
lecturers, and library materials, at the same time
creating a channel for lecturers to upgrade their
teaching skills. Through the Cyber University we
are therefore managing to improve both the quality
and reach of educational provision.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Over the next five years (2007-2011),
the Ministry of Education will be working to its
new ICT Masterplan which builds on three key

areas. The first focuses on improving quality in the

teaching-learning process and increasing access to
new learning resources across all sectors. One of
our major concerns is the development of materials
and content to enhance the kind of values and
behaviour that will strengthen society. Hence our
emphasis on morals and ethics, or as we often refer
to it “virtue led knowledge”.

Progress is being made on our initiative to
ensure the creative and safe use of internet. This
project comprises a series of activities designed
to identify as well as develop appropriate filters,
promote materials development and encourage the
building of safe networks. As this is a concern shared
by countries in the region I would like once again
to suggest that the ethical concerns surrounding
internet producers and users could be expanded as a
regional project.

Another area which has been prioritised is
educational management and ICT led management
information systems. Special attention has been
given to monitoring and evaluation, as well as the
promotion of networks among schools at the local,
national and international level. The third focus is
the quality of ICT graduates and Thailand’s need
to develop ICT specialists to stimulate innovations

in education as well as other related sectors.




Over the years we have all witnessed many
new developments and breakthroughs in modern
communications technologies and entertainment
devices. These devices are part of the everyday lives
of many young people and as such, heighten
awareness of the learning opportunities beyond the
typical classroom setting. It is our job to identify
and develop that potential where possible to reach
out to the unreachable, to make sure everyone has
access to education and that the education provided
can meet the lifelong learning needs of this global-
izing world.

Ladies and Gentlemen, _

I now have the honour of declaring officially
open the 10" SEAMEO SEAMOLEC Governing
Board Meeting. The annual meeting clearly
demonstrates a continued interest and commitment
to the development of open and distance learning.
May I wish you all every success in your

deliberations.

Thank you.
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Distinguished Speakers,
Conference Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my privilege and pleasure to join this
gathering of distinguished international and national
speakers and delegates at the Cambridge Education
Conference entitled, “From External Evaluation
to School Improvement Achieving Excellence for
Learners”.

I am delighted to have this opportunity to
provide a Thai perspective on this topic, and to
share ideas and experiences with you. By looking
at some of the different national and regional
strategies that have been adopted, we can assist
each other in our efforts to strengthen our schools,
ensuring quality in teaching and learning and

efficiency in management and administration.




School improvement is extremely important
in the Thai context and a central concern in
the country’s programme of education reform,
set out in the 1999 National Education Act (NEA)
and amendments of 2002. These documents
prescribed changes across all levels, sectors and areas
of educational provision from: educational rights
and duties; the educational system; educational
management and administration; standards and
quality assurance; teachers, faculty staff and
educational personnel; resources and investment,
pedagogy and curriculum; to educational
technologies.

Different governments have approached
reform in different ways and with different
priorities. All, however, have shown political
commitment to the reform process as a means to
both increase access to and improve the quality of
our- schools. This, as you can imagine, is no small
undertaking.

In basic education alone it automatically
concerns decision-making which will affect almost
4,500 schools or other educational institutions and
approximately 1.5 million students, over 21,000
teachers as well as educational administrators
working in the 175 Educational Service Areas (ESA)
nationwide, not to mention a whole range of

partners from both the public and private sector.

In terms of budget, we are fortunate in that
the government has long given priority to education
and allocated a substantial part of the national
budget to carrying out the reform process. The
educational budget for the fiscal year 2006 reached
almost 3 billion baht, or 21.7% of the national
budget. In terms of distribution, 43.6% was
allocated to pre-primary and primary education
and 26.6% to secondary education.

Our ultimate goal is to ensure the intellectual
physical, spiritual and emotional development and
well-being of our learners. Under the current
government, this involves the building of values
that can contribute to an improved quality of life
for Thai citizens and a better society, in addition
to ensuring the acquisition of knowledge and
skills to guarantee the country’s economic
competitiveness.

As in other areas of government, the
Ministry of Education has integrated His Majesty
King Bhumiphol Adulyadej’s development
philosophy, which emphasizes moderation,
wisdom and insight and guides us toward a more
sustainable lifestyle. This I believe makes us unique
in our approach to achieving excellence for

learners.
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To realize these objectives, attention has been
focused on the training and development teachers
and educational personnel, who can bring about the
necessary changes in curriculum and learning
procedures, emphasizing morality and ethics.
Another important step has led to the establishment
of networks linking families, religious institutions,
educational institutions and community groups.

Ultimately, we want our students to be able
to take decisions and to act, conscious of the wider
impacts these decisions and actions may have. We
also want them think about and reflect on different
cultural values and the practical implications
of expressing them, whether to others in the
community, at the national level, or in the global
context. To sum up, we aim to develop the kind of
skills, understanding and motivation in our students
which will strengthen society, contribute to greater
social cohesion, and lead to positive change.

In practical terms, to date we have initiated
over 300 projects. To begin with we have been
involved in the training of teachers, students
and administrators as well as general public on
Sufficiency Economy Theory. We have also

implemented a number of extra curricula activities

during school holidays. With schools and with the

Scouts organization, we have organized youth camps
designed to promote good works to improve the
environment or help the local community. We have
also been working with religious leaders who have
a major role to play in instilling appropriate values
and behavior in our young people.

At the same time, various initiatives have been
undertaken in conjunction with key international
organizations on topics including Education for
International Understanding, Education for
Sustainable Development and Human Rights
Education.

The Ministry of Education is also committed
to accelerating the decentralization of authority to
the 175 Educational Service Areas (ESA), and to
facilitating institutional autonomy with regard to
academic matters, management of budget, human
resource development and general administration.
We want to give greater flexibility to institutions,
allowing them to be more responsive to the needs
of students and their communities, as well as
pro-active in finding ways to guarantee the quality

and relevance of educational provision.




I must confess that the road to decentraliza-
tion is not an easy one. ESA administrators
themselves, schools and communities have expressed
continuing concern regarding their readiness to
assume responsibility for the supervision and
development of schools in their area. This has meant
that, so far, only a small number of schools have
been transferred. This does not mean that the idea
of decentralization should be abandoned. On the
contrary, it clearly highlights the direction we should
move. Strengthening capacity, preparing people for
change, and identifying and enhancing leadership
skills among those who play a critical role in the
reform process is crucial.

In our pursuit of excellence, I believe that
issues related to the enhancement of leadership
skills should be given very careful consideration.
To facilitate the process of decentralization,
continued support for the empowerment of key
figures at central, provincial and institutional level
is essential. We must enhance the role of those
individuals who have a clear understanding of the
vision and goals of reform; who can contribute
innovative ideas on how to go about realizing our

objectives; and have the skills to facilitate change.

Training and development activities in change
management have already been set up. Around
20,000 people have been identified as lead agents
for change and innovation. These include local
authorities, educational administrators at ESA and
school level, supervisors, teachers and teaching
personnel. 600 public schools and 75 private schools
are participating in the pilot study which aims to
build capacity in identified schools so that they can
become autonomous institutions.

Wider participation from all stakeholders can
only benefit educational development in Thailand.
To this end, the introduction of School Based
Management (SBM) is helping to promote a
sense of ownership through the development of a
mutually supportive relationship between schools,
parents and wider community. To give just one
example, when it comes to decision-making
regarding the relevance of curriculum in a
particular local context, it is the community who
are best informed. They know what needs to
be taught and who could act as resource persons.
Thus SBM promotes the development of both
social and intellectual capital through initiatives
focused on the creation, dissemination & utilization

of knowledge.

kit
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

In terms of monitoring and evaluating
the progress of reform in schools and among our
student population, and independent organization has
been set up. The Office for National Standards and
Quality Standards (Onesqa) became operational in
November 2000. It was tasked with developing
an efficient external assessment programme and
a standardized quality assurance system to measure
performance in all educational institutions
nationwide, as well as the training of personnel to
carry out this task. Regular surveys have been
conducted in schools since 2001.

I will not go into great detail here as I know
my distinguished colleague, Prof. Emeritus
Dr. Somwung Pitiyanuwat, Director of Onesqa, will
be talking to you later today, and I am sure will
mention the standards and KPI used in the appraisal
process. In brief, however, in line with government
policy, basic education appraisal focuses on:
overall vision and leadership; the school’s ability
to develop both cognitive and non-cognitive skills
and to cultivate honesty, integrity, and morality
in students; the qualifications of teachers and
pedagogy adopted; at whether the school maximizes
its use of available resources; and finally whether

a cooperative relationship has been established with

the community.

Regular surveys have been conducted since
2001 and individual school appraisals are combined
in a single annual report that represents the collective
health of Thailand’s schools. Since reporting is
transparent and results are available to the
general public, it is no secret that some of our schools
still do not perform well in the assessment. This
should not be taken in a negative light but as
a prescriptive measure which will help us to
address problem areas more effectively.

One strategy we have adopted is the
innovative “lI See You” project, launched in
partnership with private sector to help raise standards
in 100 schools selected by OBEC. The Ministry of
Education and Matichon Public Company Limited
are focusing on team work within the schools as
a means to motivate staff at every level and
networking between schools is encouraged. Support
is also given for the development of an internal

assessment plan.




There is still much scope to expand this project
and to develop other partnerships in the future.
Education is a shared responsibility and it is only
by mobilizing the various partners and pooling our
resources that we will manage to reach all schools
and bring about significant improvements.

I would like to express my sincere thanks
to Cambridge Education for their contributions to
education in Thailand over the past three years and
in particular their involvement in the assessment
and evaluation process. This three day interactive
conference will, I am sure, provide many useful
insights into the external evaluation process and its
link to school improvement.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

May I now declare open the Cambridge
Education Conference on “From External

Evaluation to School Improvement”.

Thank you.
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