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ABSTRACT

The mythical swan image appearing in various branches of Thai art has been
associated with the concept of nobility, goednessgpbeauty and auspiciousness. The swan usually
symbolizes a great manike the-Bodhisattava, as in the bitth ofathe Golden Swan Lord; the
arahant-the Buddhist saints whoBave lattained freedoms from afl,desires,; kings and queens. The
swan imagé om’a.ritual altcris regarded.as=vehieles of.gods. Sometimes-itidenotes the sky

or heavén. In soie places the swans are regarded as a means ot.inspiring/love and compassion.

Ihcreating the mythical swan, an artificer firstly copies the physical aspects ofnatural
fow!, then embellish it with intricate lace-like designs, in order to make it a creature of grace
and magnificénce as the Himavant bird, @, rcalization of literary imagination. . This developed
form has become most popular and has been used as the prototype of the swan image right
down to the present day. Moreover it serves to identify and distinguish Thai mythical swans
from those of other countries, It can be said that the Thai mythical swan is a work of art with
perfect| beauty created from| the artist's imagination inspired by his religions and aesthetic
concepts. It is also note worthy that the swan motif signifies the crucial relationship between

Thai art, religion, and ways of  life.
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