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Factors Affecting Women Labor Force Participation Rate in the Agricultural
Sector
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Due to the decling rates of women labor force participation in agriculture, the study
aimed at analysing the characteristics of the woman labor force in agriculture , behavior in the
labor force participation and its factors effecting . Based on the cross section data from the
tapes of the Labor Force Survey of the National Statistical Office, round 3, in 1988 and
1992, the descriptive analysis, Chi-square test and regression analysis were employed in this

study.

The study revealed that the majority of the women labor force in agriculture
completed the primary education. The absolute number of the agricultural woman labor force
tended to decline from 9.39 million in 1988 to 9.32 million in 1992. During the same period,
the labor force participation rate (LFPR) of the agricultural women declined from 55.86 %o to »
49.94 % . The LFPR varied among regions with the highest rate in the Northeast. following
by the North, the South, and the Central Plain. The factors affecting on the LFPR of the
agricultural women were an average income of farm household, average wage of women, and
dependency ratio . All of these factors had negatively relationships with the LFPR. But the
level of women’s education had a positively relationship with the LFPR. Based the results of
the study it was forecasted that the LFPR of women 1n agriculture will decline to 43.97 % in
1997 and 30.12 % in 2002. The study also suggested that increases in education and traing

for women will increase the LEPR of women in agriculture.
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