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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were: 1) to examine the overall structure of the FFT
activities, from its philosophical principles to the practice at the chapter level, 2) ’I"o investigate
the perceived value of FFT activities from the point of view of agricultural college administrators,
chapter advisor, and FFT members, and 3) to analyze the extent to which the philosophical
principles of the FFT were actually practiced. Descriptive survey is the major design of this
study, supplemented by interview, observation, and documentary analysis. The survey of 45
agricultural colleges in the Department of Vocational Education was achieved through the use of
questionnaires. Data were obtained from 45 agricultural college administrators (represented by
Assistant Director for Student Affairs), 45 chapter advisors, and 481 leader and non-leader FFT

members.
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Major findings were: 1) the Future Farmers of Thailand (FFT) and the Future
Farmers of America (FFA) share the same philosophical principles with very similar structure and
program design, 2) Variations existed among the chapters on the intensification of FFT chapter
activities, so as the participation of members, 3) most of the leader members did not feel that
they had a big role in the planning and decision-making in running the chapter, 4) there existed
some built-in evaluation activities, .but were not sufficient as indications of continuous and
systematic evaluation to provide a wholistic information, 5) the chapter advisors perceived the
problems and constraints in operating the chapter activities at a greater extent than the
administrators, 6) perceived value of FFT was high among members, especially among the
leaders and male members, and 7) the philosophical principles of FFT were not fully realized in

practice.

Recommendations regarding FFT policy and practices were proposed to strengthen

and put into focus the FFT as an intracurricular activity of vocational agriculture.
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