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KAREN WEAVING

A a
a13n Aal

For more than 200 years, a'down in many provinces in Thailand
especially along the Thai— Burmese border Jrom Chiang Rai, Chiang Mai, Mae Hong Son
down to Prachuap Khiri Khan provinces. The total Karen population is more than 2,000,000
or about 50 percent of all the hill — tribe population in Thailand. The Karen weaving patterns
was studied starting from selection of materials, yarn spinning, dying, weaving and dress.

J. Natl. Res. Council Thailand, 1989, 2172)
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making. Data collection was done by interview and observation in Karen villages in Mae
Hong Son, Chiang Rai, Chiang Mai, and Lamphun provinces. Most of the villages used
“back strap’’ weaving as practised in Peru, Guatemala and Mexico while only fews
introduced the hand-loom. Difference of the back strap in each locality was only the
adjustment to add something in the main structure in order to serve the demand and popularity
of the community. At present the weaving process had been too developed to see all the
typical identity. The change happened as the Karen adopted Thai lowlander culture and
tried to serve the lowland — ma 01

traditional practice was a time

weavin y ready — made clothes
W;Eaji ult identification and
icsituationl ity.
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