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No. 0706/ oy Ministry of Science, Technelegy
: ; and Environment
Rama VI Road, Ratchathewi
Bangkok 10400

o  March B. E. 2539 (1996)
Excellency, :

May | take this opportuni_ty to inform Your Excellency that the Cebinet
Meeting on 5 March 1996 approved an establishment of the Nationel_SyncHrotron
Research Centre as proposed by the Ministry of Science, Technoldgy and
Environment. With the offer of the SORTEC Corporation (Japan), it 139 p033|b|e for
Thailand to acquire the SORTEC synchrotron radiation source, through the Mlmstry
of International Trade and Industnes (MITI). :

The Ministry of Sctence Technology and Environment has! aIready
secured necessary budget to transfer the SORTEC machine to Thalland mcludmg
the dis-assembly, shipping and. lnstallatlon Regarding this matter, | WOuld Ilke to
solicit Your Excellency to kmdly request the Government of Japan to donate the
machine to Thailand. | firmly beheve that this technology will contribute to Thalland S
further development in hlgh-technology;_ industry and strengthen closer t!es between
Japan and Thailand. The baekgrour{d paper is attached for YourféExcellency’s
information. : b
Accept, Excellertey, tH"‘e renewed assurances of my h}ghest
consideration, i :

(Mr. Kasem Snidvongs)’

Permanent Secretary j

His Excellency ] . . '*
Mr. Takashi Onda, . :
Ambassador Extraordinary and

g i g

Plenipotentiary of Japan, ;
Embassy of Japan, :
BANGKOK. i



National Synchrotron Research Centre Project
1. Background

It has been recently recognized that synchrotron radiation source
contributes a great deal to R&D in science, especially in thé production of
micron and micro parts of information equipment. Synchrotron radiation source
has been used as an integral part in R&D which has a wide impact on industrial
development. The NRCT, witnessing Thailand’s lack of such an important
equipment, set up a study team to investigate the possibility of producing this
equipment. ' It was found that it would need 5-8 years for its production and a

budget of about 4,500 million baht.

During its investigation of the synchrotron radiation source project,
the study team was informed that SORTEC Corporation in Japan would donate
-a medium-sized synchrotron radiation source machine to Thailand. A Research
Coordinating Team was thus set up and travelled to Japan to inspect the machine
and agreed that it was still in excellent working condition and could be used for
even more than 20 years, and said that disassembly, transportation and re-
installation in Thailand would take no more than two years and C:OSt about 350
million baht.  So, the team recommended that Thailand should accept the

donation.

In addition, it was suggested that a National Synchrotron Research
Center be established so that both public and private sectors may use the

synchrotron radiation source machine effectively and efficiently.

“l i
i L
|9



2. Objectives
Objectives of the proposed National Synchrotron Research Centre

are is follows:

1. To act as a national medium-sized research equipment centre in

S&T for private and public sectors;

2. To act as an operation centre for graduate research for
universities;

(5 ]

3. To act as the industrial sector s support in its development
which needs high technology, especially in electronic, vehicle and
telecommunication industries; and

4. To promote Thailand as a centre of high-level research in the

Southeast Asia.

3. Action Plan

1. Disassembly of SORTEC machine Il’_ﬁlSt be accomplished within
1996 as the 10 year-contractual joint venture project between MITI and private
companies will be over this year. Thailand must formally request the machine

through MITI no later than February 1996.

2. National Synchrotron Research Center must be established,
independent organiztion under the Ministry of Science Technology and
Environment. (Orgaization chart is enclosed). Budget received and income

gained will be allocated for centre s activitiesas approved by Committee.



% Expenditures:

a. Disassembling, transportation, preparation on site and assembling
will be 350 million baht in 1996 and 1997
b. About 50 million baht will be spent on maintenance and

operational expenses each year which will be started in the 1998 fiscal year.

4. Suranaree Technology University’s Techno-Tanee is selected as
the assembling centre because of technical and economical appropriateness. The
University has already confirmed its consert on utilization of buildings for

machine assembly and operation office.

- 4. Expected Benefits

1. To instigate high technology transfer from Japan to Thailand
leading to the Thai-Japanese researchers cooperation in the field of high tech-
nology and to the advancement of Thai industry.

2. To accomplish Thailand self-reliance policy in sciénce and
technology.

3. To further support the couImy’s advancement in science and
technology research as well as to develop the country’s human resource in
pursuit of world standard and global competitiveness.

4. To promote Thailand as the regional centre of SYNCHRO-
TRON RADIATION SOURCE MACHINE situated for the first time in

the Southeast Asia.
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