A COMPARISON OF THE CULTURAL ECOLOGY OF
ADJACENT MUSLIM AND BUDDHIST VILLAGES IN
SOUTHERN THAILAND :

A PRELIMINARY FIELD REPORT *
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subsistence, econ Wwe e wildlife exploitation.
In the four study v1/[agA km of the ci e research discovered that
in southern Thailand hunnng is very compie aried, nd Situational in character. Buddhists

have a wider niche breadth in terms of prey species diversity than Muslims. Hunting is
more important economically and socially than nutritionally. The nutritional survey

* An earlier version of this paper was presented at the Third Annual Conference of the Northwest
Regional Consortium for Southeast Asian Studies, University of Washington, Seattle, October 19-21, 1990,
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revealed widespread protein malnutrition in all four villages, but this was more severe
among Muslims. The project also found some evidence of an adaptive function of religious
differences in promoting niche differentiation and mutualism which reduce resource
competition between the two ethnic groups. The research has implications for theoretical
concerns about the relationship between the function and meaning of culture, domains of
subsistence (foraging in relation to_farining ing), and ethnicity and niche differen-
tiation.

*Unless otherwise noted this section is synthesized from field observations made during a road survey

within a 100 km radius of Pattani and information extracted from the literature3’8’3l.

**Biodiversity ranges from the variety of biomes in a region to the species diversity of a biome to
genetic diversity within a species. Another form of biodiversity is symbiosis -— various kinds of interactions between

species and between populations within a 5peci<s34.
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of the peninsula with the Gulf of Thailand on the east and the Andaman Sea on the west.
This position includes the north-south alignment of the peninsula and the location at the
juncture of South, East, and Southeast Asia.

The peninsula extends from about 13°N to 6°S latitude, a length of more than
1,500 km. Its width ranges from 2 g The peninsula is a relatively flat
plain for the most part its_foothills running north to
south throug addtion in vegetation from
gen forest in the
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Although Buddhists compose more than 95% of the population in Thailand
as a whole, in the south only about 30% of the people are Buddhists whereas most of the
remaining 70% are Muslims of Malay heritage who speak the Yawi languagelg. Traditionally
the Muslims were fishers concentrated along the coasts where they exploited marine resources,
while the Buddhists were inland wet rice paddy farmers '>'*'>'S. Both Buddhists and Muslims
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work coconut, sago, and rubber tree plantations as well as fruit orchards, Swidden gardens
as well as rubber tree plantations are usually grown on the slopes of the foothills in the interior
of the peninsula. Some coastal Muslims also work salt farms.

In the south there are also two ethnic minorities of special anthropological interest.
The so-called “Sea Gypsies,”” more appropkiate alled the Urak Lawoi, live by fishing and

gathering marine resources ‘o/ ; The Semang or Sakai are
ical ra nmsj -- and are now found
fo

foragers in the mount' Qpi
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Thai colleag es
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METHODS

The project was designed as an exploratory survey to assess whether or not
hunting was of any importance for farmers and fi shers in southern Thailand and how the

role of wildlife varied in contrasting environments and with contrasting cultures and
religions*.
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* Wildlife refers to aquatic and terrestrial invertebrate and vertebrate animals which have not been
domesticated. Foraging is used as a synonym for hunting and gathering, but in this paper it refers only to wild
terrestrial animals.

J. Natl. Res. Council Thailand, 1991, 23(2)



36

RESULTS

The project revealed that hunting was of some importance in all four study
villages within a radius of 30 km from Pattani and even though two of the villages were

less than half an hour from the city by car. The purpose of hunting may be for subsistence,
income or trade, recreation and g

pp. pests, or some combination of
ational character of the
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est conversion to far AT
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and socially than numtlon
and freshwater fish, livestock (catt €, < oc

rice paddies and irrigation canals for fish, eels, shellfish, frogs, crabs, shrimp, snails, and
other aquatic fauna. Muslims have a very long and detailed list of wild and domestic
animals which are prohibited only one of which is the pig”. Muslims favor goats for
ritual sacrifices and festivals. Buddhists consume pork as part of a much wider spectrum
of wild and domestic animal protein.
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The survey of food consumption in the 20 households in each of the four study
villages revealed that the majority of the people consume less than 85% of the recommended
daily allowance of animal protein. The deficiency is more serious among infants and
children than adults, and among Muslims than Buddhists. The inland Muslim village has
the most serious deficiency with about 43% of the sample consuming less than 50% of the

recommended daily allowance_ @ al p illage reported the least hunting
activity in the questno ' 1r

ed to a combination of

ati DE
’ om T myig E?{J access, marine fishing, and
ous prohl it ch_greatly._narro posmbllih'e foraging for

factors including
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regulating factors 0
hunt lizards. Lizards atesaniong, s ' prévielisly hunted, but have also

northeast over the last 30 years. Other hunting by adult male Buddhists is often related to
gender roles and socializing since wild meat is preferred when they drink alcoholic beverages
with their friends. Venders of wildlife in the town markets sell squirrel, monkeys, wild pig,
frog, iguana, eel, and many kinds of insects. Some restaurants specialize in wildlife meat
including macaque monkey, leaf monkey (langurs), squirrel, deer, wild pig, frog, turtle,
eel, iguana and wild chicken. However, there are also some religious restrictions which
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Buddhists follow when it comes to hunting. One of the most important restrictions is that
they suspend killing animals during the Buddhist lent which lasts about three months
(early July through early October). Interestingly lent coincides with the seasons of rain,
fruiting, and animal births in the forest, thus the suspension of killing may have a con-

servation effect.
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the other hand, both groups compete to some degree for interior land for rubber plantations.
Moreover, there may be some cultural loss and convergent adaptations of these two groups

in working on the plantations.

Several other factors further complicate matters. Buddhism, and to a lesser
degree Islam, are superimposed to some extent on the antecedent relicion of animism.
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Muslims are the majority in the lower part of the south but a minority in Thailand as a
whole, and ethnicity has been politicized in various ways such as by Muslim separatists.
Also the Chinese are an important but unstudied factor in the wildlife trade, mainly for
traditional folk medicines.

Through forest conversion huma are also competing with wildlife species
for space, habitat, and othe Olrces-——Am-interesi resiifg ration is the two species of
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CONCLUSIONS

- y always been of some i
ied with specifics including ti

legitimate concerns for habitat™ane [dTifE“Conservatie ould not automatically reject
subsistence hunting at appropriate levels any more than tigers, bears, or other top camivores
would be rejected. Wildlife often plays an important role in many aspects of traditional
village life, culture, and probably diet. (See the case of Khao Yai Park in Brockelman 5).
Wild animal and plant resources may also provide natural insurance of emergency foods
during times of crop failure . Beyond the study area another village which ceased most of
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its hunting because of strict enforcement of government regulations has experienced
serious crop damage from wild pig herds. The role of traditional cultural ecology in

wildlife management and conservation urgently needs exploration and documentation to
11, 20, 22

inform government policy and its implementation

management, nu
may become a

I?rn e only is terrestrial
asing xpenswe, Hpalso fisheries

a more theoretical
' m«"ﬁ | as biodiversity. : s
for v e is of some impc to farmers ai ers,

F hists. Interethnic relation 1 ‘Muslims and B ists
ern Thaxland can_not 'be d simply i ion, |both ar%
mong other factors. Et ferentia

exclusion a alist
the very specific terms of pyiversat
which reflects their n 15-religi

",

ival may be facilitate ugh niche
yperation, and ism, e:n comg d the possibilities of
~ , . .
3 g provides xamples |

of Songkla
ratoomsindh
wes from Kasetsart
erawudh. Funds to

and the Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research. They are also grateful
to the National Research Council of Thailand for permission to conduct this research.
More extensive reports are in preparation for publication and will be coauthored with
Thai colleagues who collaborated most closely with the field research.
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