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Condition and Administration at Border Patrol Police Remote Area

Schools : Case Study of Principals’ Attitudes
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Abstract

The study entitled “Condition and Administration at Border Patrol Police Remote
Area Schools : A Case Study of Principals’ Attitudes aims to investigate the conditions and
management of schools for hill tribes and people in remote areas run by the Border Patrol
Police Headquarters. The study was conducted by gathering data from 151 school principals
in the academic year 1996.

Most school principals who contributed to this study were male, approximately 39
years of age, married and Buddhists, holding a bachelor s degree but with no teaching
qualifications. The teaching load was 10 or more hours per week and most of the principals
had been in their position from 1 to 5 years. Border patrol policemen who taught in these
schools also had no teaching qualification and also taught 20 or more hours per week. The
schools surveyed were in need of teachers to teach performing arts, physical education, work
and career basics and English. The number of students in one school ranged from 51 to 100
Students, whose parents were agriculturists, walked to school on roads that became muddy
during the rainy season. The schools, which were mostly situated on flat land ot 15 or more
rai, provided lunch on weekdays and also provided medical and dental check-ups for studeats.
The number of classrooms was proportionate to the student number. The schools studied had
been in existence from 11 to 15 years and were situated in the village compounds of
approximately 60 families where soil condition was favorable for planting. Most schools were
situated from 11 to 25 kilometers from the district office, less than 5 to 10 kilometers from
major roads, less than 5 to 10 kilometers from the district sanitary office and 1 kilometer from
temples or monasteries.

There was little academic administration at the schools studied. That is to say
there was insufficient curriculum management for primary education, insufficient textbooks
and teachers teaching and activity manuals. There was medium range activity in teaching
personnel management, teaching management and testing.

There was little administrative management; there was insufficient work done on

teaching supplies and office supplies, ie., teachers tables and chairs, typewriters and
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photocopiers. However, a lot of work was found to have been done on protection of school
property, public services and co-operation with external offices.

There was little work done on personnel management. Schools had part in neither
the selection of teachers nor did they have janitors. Nevertheless, a lot of work was done on
rewarding, punishing and dismissing school personnel.

In students affairs management, the rate of work done was medium and low: there
ware few recreational activities, the schools did not have enough student clubs to meet the
demands of their students, and also, there were not enough educational field trips. However, a
lot of work had been done on providing food services.

There was high and medium rate of action taken in promoting ties between the
schools and the communities. Much action was taken in arranging teacher-parent meetings or
meetings between teachers and members of the communities. ~Also, school facilities were
offered for public use.

The paper suggests that the Border Patrol Police support the mentioned schools in
the following ways. First, teacher training should be provided in the fields of teaching, and
other needed subjects such as the performing arts, physical education, work and career basics
and English. Also, primary education manuals, textbooks, teaching manuals, tables and chairs,
typewriters and photocopiers should be provided for lacking schools. Schools should be given
janitors and principals should be permitted to take part in selecting teachers. Student activity
clubs and more educational field trips should be supported.

Sociologically speaking, full support should be given by schools to children in
remote areas to study in primary and secondary schools or to undergo job training. The
school should persuade parents and children to realize the importance of education as well as
promote educational activities such as field trips and student club activities. The results of

this endeavor can then be evaluated by researchers.
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