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ABSTRACT

The Phu-thai are an ethnic Thai people group, living in the Northeast of Thailand,
Laos and the north of Vietnam.

There are three mainamusical traditions in thexNoertheast of Thailand:
1. The musical tradition of Korat, consists 0f Phleng Korat (the Korat folk song)

and Li-kay (a typeddf fotk opéra'of\Central Thailard)

2. _dheXKan-truem tradition'is.the-musical tradition practiced by people in Changwat
Surin, BuriRam and'Si Sa Ket, .Musical instruments and'repértoires of theXan-truem tradition
are similar to the court music of Central Thailand.

3. 'The Lvam tradition is the musical tradition of the majority of people.in the Northeast.
The main musical feature is poetical singing with Khaen (bamboo mouth organ).~The Phu=thai
music also belongs to the Lam tradition.

This study covers the music of the Phu-thai who live in Changwat Kalasin,
Nukhon Phanom, Mukdahan and Sakon Nakhon concerning both aspects : instrumental music
and-vocal music called Lam -Phu-thai.

Phu-thai music is @ Thai musical heritage that still survives in the Thai society. Besides,
its tone system, the Lam Phu-thai poetical singings are harmonious and interesting in vocabulary,
form of peetry,code of conductand way of life which are worthwhile for study. The Phu-thai
music is regarded as the musical cultural art which should be promoted and preserved.
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