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The Role of Distance Open Learning (DOL) in
Building Lifelong Education and Learning Society
for the 21" Century

Professor Wichit Srisa-an, Ph.D.*
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1. Introduction

f we are to give one major feature of the last decades of this

century, one of them would be the dramatic and rapid changes

in all aspects of life: political, social, economic and technological.
Some of them are for the betterment of humanity, while others
unfortunately have some negative impacts. For example, we witnessed
the end of the cold war which gave some political stability to the world,
there was unification of formerly divided countries, the independence
of many states formerly under a monolithic organization, the grouping
of countries into regional organizations, the change from centralized to
market economy, the greater participation of women in socio-political
affairs, extension of life expectancy, increased agricultural and industrial
productivity, better means of transportation and communication, availability

of cellular phones and computer and many others.

*Chairman of the Parliamentary Commission on Education, Thailand
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