5330938190907 IngTumanana

RELIGIOUS MORALITY OF THAI TEACHERS AND PUPILS
IN THE CENTRAL PLAINS
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ABSTRACT

Moral citizens are vital for the peace and prosperity of the country. Thailand is a
Buddhist country. Bhuddha’s teaching is mainly scientific, therefore consonant with modern
psychological knowledge. Three important groups of virtuous belief and practices for Buddhist
layman are .-

a. The Five Observances(Silha) which are refrainingifrom killing, stealing, adultery,
telling a lie, and consuming liguor.and ‘addictivg drugs,

b. Consciousness and Awareness (Sati' - Sumpachunya),

¢, Being afraid of sin.and guilt (eri-Ottappa). These beliefs and practices are
usually transmitted by parents-and teachers to .heir children. Theaim of this study is to investigate
the reldtionship between teachers’ moral training techniques moral characteristics and attitudes
towards pupils and pupils’ moral characteristics, perceived teacher’s techniques and attitudes
towards teachers.

In'this study there were 49 teachers who were responsible for moral-education classes.
These teachers were compared with other types of teacher. It was found that morality teachers
had higher scores on moral characteristics and proper training techniques but showed less favorable
attitudes towards the pupils.than other teachers.

Teachers from the near-temple schools were found to use more appropriate technigues
of moral training than those in the far-temple schools, especially when the comparison was
made among the least educated teachers. Furthermore, the teachers who reported using less appropriate
moral training than others were the ones who were teaching many types of subject and the
ones in the far-temple schools. In addition, teachers with less favorable attitudes towards their
pupils besides the morality teachers, were teachers in the far-temple schools and the Bachelor’s
degree holders who were teaching moral education.

When pupils were classified according to their teacher’s attitudes towards them
and teacher’s.report of moral training, it was found that pupils in the high-high group and the
low-low group had significantly higher moral scores than pupils of teachers with one high and
one low characteristics. This was also found in most subgroups except pupils'in.the near-temple
schools." It could be.interpreted that both appropriate techniques and favorable attitudes
towards pupils'of teachers.together were neccessary for high morality of students. Onthe other
hand, lacking ene df thetwo characteristics among teachers would make the matter worst than
lacking both.

As for'the'relationship between morality of teachersiand students, it was found that
teachers who were high'on._*‘consciousness and'‘awareness’’ and on'*‘being afraid of sin and
guilt”’ also had pupils with highermeral Scores than their.counterparts. However, the opposite
was true for “‘the Five Observances.”’

In another analysis, it was found that favorable attitudes of pupils towards their
teachers together with high morality of teachers and appropriate moral training were also associated
with high morality scores on the part of the students. In addition, the more the students
perceived that their teachers used appropriate moral training with them, the higher were their
morality scores.
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When comparisons were made of the morality scores of different types of students,
it was found that girls scored higher than boys on 3 variables namely: morality, perceived proper
moral training and. favorable attitudes towards their teachers. Furthermore, the pupils from
the middle socioeconomic level were higher on morality scores than the students from both the
upper and the lower levels.

It could be concluded that-highimorality'teachers usually have students with high
morality. If teachers reported using -proper training techniques anditeacher-student’s attitudes
were highly favorable,together with.perceivedproper meralitraining of teachers by the students,
these students usually had higher morality scores.
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